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PLEASE JOIN US AT THE MARCH GENERAL MEETING
March 30, 2021 from 7:00-9:00 pm (video access via ZOOM open at 6:45 pm)
Sandy Boulevard: Bringing us together and taking us places
When we consider the connections within the Rose City Park Neighborhood, it’s impossible to dismiss the importance of NE Sandy Boulevard. Sandy Boulevard transverses the
neighborhood connecting our southwest and northwest quadrants. This four-lane thoroughfare carries thousands of motorists, bus riders and cyclists daily, fronts over sixty neighborhood businesses, and hosts parades, protests and other pedestrian activities. And as much as
it runs the center of the neighborhood, it is also is the center of recent racial justice actions
and a debate about the prioritizing roadway uses. Our guest speakers at the meeting are:


Teressa Raiford, founder and Executive Director of Don’t Shoot Portland



April Bertelson, from the Portland Bureau of Transportation.

Further discussion on these meeting topics appear on the page 3. The complete Program
Agenda is on the last page of the newsletter.

RCPNA CALENDAR
All RCPNA meetings are open to the public. Until further notice, meetings will be held via Zoom

Mar. 30, 7-9 pm, GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

May 4, 7-9 pm, Board of Directors

Apr. 5, 7-8:30 pm, Communications Committee
Apr. 6, 7-9 pm, Board of Directors

May 20, 7-9 pm, Land Use & Transportation Committee
May 25, 7-9 pm, GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Apr. 15, 7-9 pm, Land Use & Transportation Committee

Jun. 7, 7-8:30 pm, Communications Committee

May 3, 7-8:30 pm, Communications Committee

Jun. 17, 7-9 pm, Land Use & Transportation Committee
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CHAIR’S CORNER

ABOUT RCPNA

By Tamara DeRidder, RCPNA Chair
Happy Spring! How joyous
are the flowers singing praises
to the sun? It has been a heavy
winter fraught with vexing news
of insurrection and the stumbling roll out of the Covid vaccine. But we are still here, like blooms, reaching
to toss off the weight of these trappings, and I am
hopeful that we can learn and thrive as the
weather warms.
Covid-19 has taught me that local produce is
priceless. So I continue to try my hand at raising
a few crops in what space I have available to me. I
have learned that our care of our topsoil can help
reverse effects of climate change while promoting urban food stability. Untilled soils are
more likely to retain water and beneficial nutrients and micro-organisms. “Good soil is alive with
a host of delicate organisms, many of them microscopic, producing structure and nutrients. As
long as they’re thriving, soil can better absorb and
retain water and feed plants and control pests.”1
There are many great resources on how to retain moisture and reduce need for processed fertilizer, but here are some quick tips:
1. Layer your planting beds with 2-3” of compost, manure, or earthworm castings.
2. Cover soil with a few inches of bark mulch or
leaves.
3. Rotate crops in different rows or beds and
plant any fallow beds with cover crops to
build nitrogen in the soil.
4. Cut the cover crop prior to bloom for compost.
5. Layer cardboard or newspaper to kill the
weeds prior to starting a new planting cycle.
6. Use your finger to create holes for seeds. Do
what you can to not disturb the existing layers in the dirt.
Please join me in helping rebuild our community’s ecology from the ground up so all can thrive.

__________________
1

https://cleantechnica.com/2019/04/25/no-plowconservation-agriculture-movement-gaining-inpopularity/
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The Rose City Park Neighborhood Association (RCPNA) is part of
Portland’s network of neighborhood associations, which represent
their neighborhoods’ interests in a wide variety of ways, including
interfacing with public agencies and governing bodies. RCPNA’s mission is to work to maintain and improve the livability of the neighborhood.
Membership in RCPNA is open to all persons of
voting age who reside, own property or operate a
business, government agency or non-profit organization within the boundaries of the neighborhood area
(NE Fremont St. to I-84 and NE 47th to NE 65th Avenues). There are no dues or other requirements
preventing a neighbor from becoming or remaining
a member.
RCPNA is governed by a board of directors, unpaid volunteers who
are elected annually at a general membership meeting, and it operates under the aegis of Central Northeast Neighbors, one of several
area coalition offices that provide support to Portland’s 95 neighborhood associations. Learn more at www.rcpna.org. For information
about partner Coalition members, check out www.cnncoalition.org.

2021 Mother's Day
Fundraiser Flower Sale
For the German Language Program
See details at www.germanamerican.org/
Orders due by Friday, April 16,
2021 and pickup date is May 7th
or May 8th, 2021

www.rcpna.org
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March General Meeting, Speaker Topics

(continued from page 1)

By Jennifer Santhouse, RCPNA Secretary

Don’t Shoot Portland is a Black-led nonprofit organization focused on social change
through advocacy, education and the support of Black, Indigenous, People of Color
(BIPOC) communities in Portland. While the neighborhood saw the toppling of a George
Washington statue at the corner of Sandy Boulevard and NE 57th Avenue by people protesting the on-going mistreatment of BIPOC people in June 2020, Don’t
Shoot Portland has used its legal and legislative expertise to file lawsuits
against the City of Portland’s Police Bureau and the Trump Administration over its use of force against protestors. Additionally, they have delivered educational
workshops to train citizens to hold frank conversations about racism and to be activists for
policy changes at the city and state levels. Ms. Raiford will discuss her work for social justice in the community, collaborating City officials and offer suggestions on how the neighborhood can increase support of BIPOC residents and businesses. More information about
Don’t Shoot PDX is available on their website: www.dontshootpdx.org.
Our second featured guest is April Bertelson, Project Manager of PBOT’s Rose Lane Project
which is proposed for implementation on Sandy Boulevard. You may have seen Rose Lanes
(traffic lanes painted red that allow for bus or streetcar traffic only) in other areas of the City
such as SW Madison St and the Burnside Bridge. Rose Lanes prioritize mass transit and those
improvements on Sandy Boulevard should
reduce Bus Line #12’s travel time between
Parkrose Transit Center and Barbur Boulevard Transit Center by 4 to 7.5 minutes, with the greatest benefits to be
realized by BIPOC transit riders. These priority lanes can
also be used by emergency response vehicles to bypass
motor vehicle congestion when necessary. Existing bike
facilities on Sandy Boulevard will not be changed, but motorists will see increased congestion during peak travel
times and some street-front parking is proposed for removal or restriction. For more information on the Rose
Lane Project on Sandy Boulevard (TriMet Bus Line #12), visit: www.portland.gov/transportation/rose-lanes/
line-12.
Sandy Boulevard bisects the neighborhood, but it’s also the place that we come together to support each
other and to travel throughout the city and beyond. Let’s come together on March 30th to listen, engage
and take action to support all of our neighbors’ livability and success. Details to register for the Zoom videoconference or phone access can be found on the RCPNA website (www.rcpna.org), on FaceBook
(www.facebook.com/rcpna.com) and on NextDoor.

Tamara DeRidder, AICP
Certified Planner

Tamara DeRidder & Associates
Land Use Planning and Public Engagement
1707 NE 52nd, Portland OR 97213
(503) 706-5804
sustainabledesign@tdridder.users.panix.com
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LAND USE & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
By Kelly Davis, Co-Chair
The LU&T Committee meets regularly on the 3rd Thurs. of every month from 7-9. During the Pandemic, we
are using Zoom meetings. Information on joining the meetings will be posted on NextDoor and on our website at https://www.RCPNA.org. The next Committee meetings is scheduled for April 15, 2021. Interested?
Please attend! All are welcome.
Streetcar Expansion from Montgomery Park to Hollywood (MP2H)
There was a presentation on the MP2H project by PBOT at the January General Meeting. Phase 1 will explore extending the streetcar or other high-quality transit service linking Montgomery Park in Northwest
Portland to the Lloyd District and the Central Eastside. Phase 2 will explore alignment options and development potential to extend this line to the Hollywood District. Three potential streetcar alignment corridors
are being evaluated: NE Broadway; NE Sandy Boulevard; and NE Irving/NE Sandy. PBOT will keep the neighborhood informed as the project moves forward. Approval from City Council is estimated for December
2021.
PBOT 70’s Bikeway
This project extends the bikeway through the Rose City Golf Course by making NE 72nd one way down the
hill. At our January LU&T meeting, the PBOT planner suggested that concerned neighbors and our Board
write letters to the Mayor and Commissioners outlining our concerns. This is primarily a striping and signage
project so going back to two-way traffic is relatively easy if this doesn’t work.
Rose Lane Project
This project will prioritize bus lanes over motor vehicle lanes. Elimination of parking and some one-way
traffic on feeder streets could be included. A PBOT representative will present at our March General Membership meeting to further discuss the project.
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WALKER AWARDS
By Tamara DeRidder, Chairworman RCPNA
In December 2020 John Schwiebert was presented with a Walker Award on behalf of the
Board as being our founding Chairman for RCP Neighborhood Association 50 years ago. In the
early 1970s John was serving as a new Assistant Pastor at the Rose City Park Methodist Church
when he discovered that many of the issues facing parishioners concerned neighborhood livability. Around this time the City of Portland’s Office of Neighborhood Involvement was sponsoring
the creation of neighborhood associations. The livability committee initiated at this church embraced the concept, opened membership to all neighbors, and selected John to serve as
RCPNA’s first Chairman. John now resides at the NE 18th Ave. Peace House that he helped found
in 1985. To see the presentation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8VyQn7zaffA
Also in December 2020 Erich Stiefvater was surprised to find out he would be a Walker
Award recipient. Erich served as RCPNA Newsletter Editor for 4 years of the 7 years he served the
Board, 2009-2016. During his time as Editor, he introduced an updated format, economized our
printing process, and managed newsletter delivery. He was actively involved in numerous neighborhood clean-ups and also took part in the RCPNA Depave event that made way for the Frazer
Park Community Garden. Erich continues to participate with the Association as a newsletter deliverer and has now enticed his two nieces to also help. Erich shared he wants his $100 award check
to instead be donated to the Northeast Emergency Food Program in his name. To see the presentation: https://www.rcpna.org/documents/rcpna-meeting-videos/
Congratulations and thank you to you both!!
(This is a paid advertisement)

How to Solve Back Pain Even When Nothing Else Has Worked
- By Leading Back Pain Expert, Dr. Carl Baird DC, MS
Have you ever invested time and
money on a solution to your back pain
only to have the pain return weeks (if
not days later)? Do you find yourself
needing monthly adjustments, massages, or other treatments just to hold
yourself together?

But it won’t be found in some new therapy, pill, or surgery. It
will only be found when we are willing to change our whole approach. When we address underlying causes of back pain
that are commonly overlooked by your doctor, chiropractor, and even physical therapist.

Having helped 100’s of people overcome back pain and
get back to doing what the love – I can confidently say
that a solution to your back pain does exist.

https://www.performancehealthcarepdx.com/free-book and
download it instantly.

In fact, I wrote a book on this very topic titled, “Life Without Limitations: A Complete Guide to Overcoming Pain – Regardless of
Or worse, maybe you’ve convinced yourself that nothing Age.” The book offers a new approach to getting back to
will work because these so called ‘solutions’ only leave your favorite activities GUARANTEED to get you out of
you with temporary relief and a slightly emptier wallet. As pain - even when nothing else has worked.
a result, you tell yourself that you’ve tried everything and
come to ‘accept’ back pain as part of your life and feel And for a limited time, we’re giving away free copies for
forced to give up all the activities that bring you so much readers of the Rose City Park Neighborhood Newsletter
happiness.
Want your FREE copy? Here’s What To Do Next.
My name is Dr. Carl Baird and every day I work with adults
aged 40-70 who have tried so many different therapies in • Call us at (503) 954-2495 to request your 100% free copy...you
can leave a message 24/7
hopes of solving their back pain only to be let down again
and again.
• Or, simply fill out the form at:

Rose City Park Neighborhood Association
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ROSE CITY BUSINESS PROFILE: BAERLIC BREWING COMPANY
By Nate Ramsey, Rose City Park Neighbor and Ongoing Contributor
Nowadays, it’s not hard to imagine a pair of Gen-X or Millennial friends dreaming up plans to produce their own
high-quality beer, sell it at their own local brewery, and serve as a community gathering spot. With some helpful advice from their fellow local brewers, Richard Hall and Ben Parsons executed on their vision to do just that by creating
Baerlic Brewing Company and bringing a beer garden into the heart of Rose City Park.
Even if you haven’t visited Baerlic (pronounced “bear-lick”), you’ve almost certainly noticed its home at the Barley
Pod food cart park located on the corner of NE Halsey and 60th Ave. Think of the Barley Pod as a shopping mall, and
Baerlic Brewing as the anchor store. Baerlic assumed the role when the Pod property owners sought them out in
hopes they would establish a NE outpost of their SE brewery and taproom. It just so happened that Hall and Parsons
were, at the same time, searching for a second home base to sell their beer.
Hall and Parsons, longtime friends originally from Meridian, Idaho, opened Baerlic inside the Barley Pod in 2017 and
applied their DIY approach to the business and to the construction of their Rose City Park location. Parsons created
and arranged the beer garden’s prominent wood features with the aim of giving the space a warm, approachable feel.
Among the visible wood features are the bar, table tops, exposed ceiling joists, and the entire bottom half of several
walls. Hall welded the bar’s tap tower and installed many other features. Their hands-on approach extends beyond
the beer garden’s walls to include how Baerlic delivers beer to customers. Instead of hiring a beer distributor, Baerlic
employs two sales people and two drivers who deliver to bars from Eugene to Seattle, and to several towns along the
Oregon coast but their primary focus on their Portland customers, where the vast majority of Baerlic beer sales occur.
Not surprisingly, sales of Baerlic beer at the Barley Pod have been impacted by Covid-19 restrictions affecting bars
and restaurants. In March of 2020, the space shut down entirely, then reopened to outdoor seating, but had to scale
back to selling canned and bottled beer, without seating for customers. Despite the challenges, Hall and Parsons remain excited and committed. While they would love to see more parking options and a way to slow down speeding
drivers on Halsey Street, Hall says “If you live in the neighborhood, or you’re on your way home from work, or you’re
hopping on or off the Max, or taking the bus line up to 82nd or down to Hollywood, it’s just a convenient location to
stop in for a beer.” Great beer isn’t the only draw for customers who stop in. Many seek to experience community by
interacting with other patrons. And to the extent they experience it, and enjoy a tasty beer in the process, you might
say Hall and Parsons’ hard work has paid off.
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TREE CARE ADVICE
By David Wheeler, Neighborhood Coordinator for Friends of Trees
As the neighborhood representative of Friends of Trees, I would like to provide pruning guidance for your street
and yard trees that have been planted in the past several years.
Timing: Months of winter (including March) is a great time to prune and can boost new growth.
One of the most important considerations is to use a pair of SHARP pruners. The next step is to determine if there
are any dead branches. Winter, with no leaves, makes the identification a bit trickier - but after a few trials the dead
wood becomes more obvious. The dead wood should be removed back to live (green) wood. Also cut any branch
growing back toward the interior of the tree (this may not apply to some Japanese ornamentals). Tree growth wants
to grow 'outward' not 'inward'. Next, prune small shoots at the base of the trunk including anything below the first
main lower branch. The last pruning situation is the 'competing leader'. This is a branch (usually located in the interior of the tree's growth) which appears to be competing as a second main trunk. The pruning cut can be made at the
base of the competing branch, either on the main trunk or possibly on a horizontal branch.
Friends of Trees recommends removing no more than 25% of the tree's overall canopy. Good luck with your pruning....and be careful with those sharp pruners.
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RCPNA General Membership Meeting
Tuesday, March 30, 2021 - 7:00-9:00 pm
Virtual Public Meeting (opens at 6:45)
Conducted Remotely on Zoom

PROGRAM
•
•
•
•
•

Welcome and Announcements
Special Guest: Teressa Raiford, Executive Director of Don't Shoot PDX
Presentation: April Bertleson, Project Manager of PBOT’s Rose Lane Project
Committee Reports
Adjournment

The latest information including details to register for the Zoom videoconference or phone access
can be found on the RCPNA website (www.rcpna.org), on FaceBook (www.facebook.com/
rcpna.com) and on NextDoor Events Calendar by March 23, 2021.
To view the live stream or to access the recording afterward, search YouTube for “rcpna video”.
All neighborhood meetings are, by City Neighborhood Standards, public meetings open to all.

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS
 GOLD 

 SILVER 

 BRONZE 

Albina Head
Start/ Early
Head Start
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