May 2019

Vol. 46, Issue 3

ROSE CITY PARK
REVIEW

www.rcpna.org

Published 4 times a year - The Official Newsletter of the Rose City Park Neighborhood Association - Submissions Welcome

It’s Time for Board Elections!
B L
D
,E
The annual election of RCPNA Board members will take place during the May 21 General Meeting. All
Rose City Park neighbors are eligible to vote. Read more on page 7.

Also on the agenda for the May 21 General Meeting ...
A PBOT Planning team will be discuss the improvements to NE 60th Avenue and NE Halsey Street. In
addition, representatives from the offices of City Commissioner Chloe Eudaly and State Representative Barbara Smith Warner will make presentations and participate in audience interaction.
General meetings typically include a question-and-answer period, for neighbors to ask Board members,
committee chairs/members or guests questions, or comment about current issues or other matters of concern or
interest.
Neighborhood association meetings are a great opportunity for neighbors and visitors, residents, business
owners and the Board to have the opportunity to become better acquainted, to discover common interests and
discuss policies and procedures that can benefit the entire neighborhood.

RCPNA Summer Events
By L

D

,E

SAVE THE DATES! This is the last newsletter until October!
For updates and additional information about these events, visit the RCPNA website (www.rcpna.org), our
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/rcpna), or Nextdoor (www.nextdoor.com).

1st Annual Rose City Park Playground Play Day!
Saturday, June 1, 10 am-1 pm

This will be a great opportunity to meet neighbors and get involved with making a difference in our community park! There will be special games and activities for the kids.
For more events, see page 3.

You’re Invited! May 21, 7-9 pm
General Mee ng—Guests & Board Member Elec ons
Hosted by the German American Society
5626 NE Alameda Street — ADA Accessible
*This General Mee ng is a week earlier than usual, due to Memorial Day

ABOUT RCPNA

A NOTE FROM THE CHAIR
By T

, RCPNA Chair
We now are on the edge of summer, with the annual break from
school just around the corner.
Weather-wise, summer seems to
have already arrived!
I came across a beautiful poem
my Maya Angelou that I find inspirational and I have applied several times in my life:
I was told many years ago by my grandmother
who raised me: If somebody put you on a road
and you don’t feel comfortable on it and you
look ahead and you don’t like the look of the
destination and you look behind and you don’t
want to return to that place, step off the road.
Now may be another one of those times, as
RCPNA, a neighborhood association, is dealing with
an Office of “Civic Life” that, by all measures, is
bent on reducing neighborhood associations to having
no more standing with the City than social service or
fraternal groups.
Neighborhood associations are currently one of
only two types of organization in the city that represent residents and businesses within a defined geographic area. The other is business districts, which
often overlap several neighborhood districts and vice
versa (e.g., the Hollywood Business District, extends
into Rose City Park from NE 47th to 52nd on Sandy
Blvd., and only the south side of Fremont St. is within the RCP boundary (the north side is in Cully).
These arbitrary lines can cause confusion and frustration when trying to determine whom neighbors
should contact with questions or problems.
The Portland City Club (an unofficial organization) has recommended that our city council form of
government be revised to one that will be representative geographically. This requires a major amendment
to the City Charter and will result in a greater number
of City Commissioners being elected to assure representation, but, this will take several years, at best.
In the meantime, Commissioner Chloe Eudaly
has formed a hand-selected committee and
directed Civic Life director Suk Rhee to use this
group to recommend the fate of neighborhood associations. This committee was formed in violation of
Municipal Code section 3.96.050 regarding required
notice to neighborhoods and coalitions of this committee formation.
What if we instead need assistance from the City’s
Department of Planning and Sustainability, Bureau of
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The Rose City Park Neighborhood Association works to
maintain and improve the livability of the neighborhood.

All persons of voting age who reside,
own property or operate a business, or
others who cause for interest in the area
map at right, shall be eligible for membership in the Rose City Park Neighborhood Association (RCPNA). There are
no dues or requirements imposed that
would in any way prevent a person from
becoming or remaining a member.
CNN is the coalition office for the Rose City Park Neighborhood Association and provides support and funding for
this newsletter. For valuable information about the wider
Northeast Portland neighborhood, check out their website,
www.cnncoalition.org.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Previous issues of the Rose City Park Review are available
online at http://www.rcpna.org/past-issues.
There is also a collection of RCPNA-related public
documents online at http://www.rcpna.org/documents

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Rose City Park Neighborhood Association has not
reviewed and does not endorse any insert that may appear in this
publication that does not present activities and events especially for
the neighborhood by the Neighborhood Association.

and those of our Coalitions to be based on transportation corridors? Neighborhoods would make up the
subset of the Sandy Blvd., Halsey and Fremont Corridors. With this shift, we could also seek annual financial support for the neighborhoods to continue our
public outreach that currently is funded through Civic
Life. Maybe this is an opportunity to build a more
efficient means of communication with the current
City bureaus that most affect our community.
Best,

www.rcpna.org

Rose City Park Neighborhood Association

OUR
COMMUNITY
PARTNERS

Summer Events (continued from page 1)
Concerts in the Park
Saturdays, July 20 and 27, 6-8 p.m.

The annual Concerts in the Park, co-sponsored by
RCPNA and the Hollywood Neighborhood Association, will be held in Rose City Park again this year, on
Saturdays July 20 and July 27.
These events give families and opportunity to picnic
and mingle, and to relax on blankets and in beach
chairs to the sounds of local bands. The July 20 concert will showcase the Lloyd Jones Band and the
headliner for the July 27 concert is the KoolTones.

s Gold s

s Silver s

National Night Out
Tuesday, August 6, evening, 6-8 pm

RCPNA will again sponsor a National Night
Out event at Normandale Park.
RCPNA’s 2019 event is still in the planning stages but
last year’s event included remarks from local political
figures, an educator, community organization leaders,
and the event organizers; librarians provided story
time and issued First Library Cards to children, and
voter registration crews were busy. Several local vendors provided ice cream, beer, pizza and coffee.
For updates and additional information about these
events, visit the RCPNA website (www.rcpna.org),
our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/rcpna), or
Nextdoor (www.nextdoor.com).

s Bronze s
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RCPNA AND NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
Social Media Updates
Website. A few changes have been made to RCPNA’s website in the past few
weeks, which viewers hopefully will find make it more user-friendly. Most of
the changes are “behind the scenes” but a few will be more visible.
Happily [from the Editor’s perspective], the link to Submit a Story! to the Review
is again working properly! Don’t be shy!
A Secure Socket Layer (SSL) was added, creating an encrypted connected between
user and website. This changed the website’s full URL to https://www.rcpna.org
(formerly “just” http).

Facebook. A broken weblink was repaired, which restored access to the
RCPNA Facebook page, www.facebook.com/rcpna.

Nextdoor. RCPNA Vice-Chair Ed Gorman has been instrumental in the process of getting the neighborhood borders on Nextdoor aligned with the City’s official one. This will eliminate the Nextdoor
neighborhoods known as Rose City Park Northeast and Rose City Park Southeast, and bring more than 1,000
new households into the broader Rose City Park designation. A very few households will be left outside the
official RCP borders but they will be absorbed into the adjacent Nextdoor neighborhoods.
Efforts are also ongoing to get a unique Nextdoor account for RCPNA as an additional, “live time” method
for the Association to disseminate official notifications to our residents and business members.

Instagram. Reviving the Association’s dormant Instagram account is also under review.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Speed Limit Changes on Local Streets
In support of the City’s Vision Zero goal to eliminate traffic deaths and serious injuries, the speed
limits on a number of city streets are being changed. Two recent changes affect residents and other
drivers in Rose City Park. These changes—both effective as of late March—have reduced speeds to
25 mph.

60th Avenue. The change affects both NE and SE 60th Avenue, from NE Halsey Street to SE Stark Street.
NE Fremont Street. Two stretches of Fremont have a new limit: from Cleveland Avenue to César Chávez
(39th) and from 52nd to 92nd Avenues (the segment from César Chávez to 52nd remains at 20 mph).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

They’re Ba-a-a-ck!
PBOT’s new e-scooter pilot program started April 26, and will continue for a year.
Last fall’s 120-day pilot, which included scooters from three different companies, raised concerns
about people riding e-scooters in violation of traffic laws, creating conflict with people walking and
people with disabilities.
Responding to input from thousands of residents, PBOT has announced new measures to improve public
safety and protect City parks as part of this one-year pilot program.
As of mid-April, PBOT did not yet know how many companies would be selected to participate in the new
pilot but 12 companies have applied (not including Skip, one of the companies that participated in last year’s
pilot), and the agency will allow up to 2,500 scooters at the start of the pilot.
In March, PBOT said that, if companies qualify for incentives, the number of scooters on Portland streets
could increase to up to 15,000.
The program will be evaluated following the pilot.
For more information, see the City’s article at www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/77294.
4
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LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
By K

D

RCP REVITALIZATION
PROJECT RENAMED
Now known as RCP Playground Project

Tracking Proposed Land Use and Transportation By J S
B D
(LU&T) Projects
Spring has arrived and Rose City Park is blooming!
The LU&T Committee meets regularly on the third Kids are playing baseball and softball in the ball
Thursday of every month from 7-9 pm at Head Start fields, people are playing tennis, kids are running
at Owen Blank School, 909 NE 52nd Avenue. The around the playground, and families are out walking
next Committee meetings are scheduled for June 20 their dogs.
and July 18. Agendas are posted on NextDoor and at
If you've been to the RCP playground, you can symour website RCPNA.org. Interested? Please attend!
pathize that the playground is in need of some major
Thompson 6 – Townhouses at 4932 NE Thompson upgrades to the equipment and a redesign of the playDeveloper Henry Davison has proposed six town- ground area.
The Rose City Park Playground Project, which is a
houses for 4932 NE Thompson. There would be four
RCPNA
committee, is looking for volunteers and
2 bedroom/2 bath units and two 3 bedroom/2 bath
units. Four of the units have private garages and two additional committee members willing to help us reviunits have mini-garages for non-auto storage (bikes, talize the playground at Rose City Park. We need to
build a team and begin our fundraising efforts.
scooters, general storage).
If you are interested in being involved, contact
The architect planned on a presentation at the April
rosecityparkplaygroundproject@gmail.com.
18 LU&T Meeting. Stay tuned for updates.
SAVE THE DATE! The First Annual Rose City
Residential Infill Project (RIP)
Park Playground Play Day will kick off at 10 am on
The RIP issued a revised proposed draft in Febru- Saturday, June 1st, 2019!
ary. In the revised proposal, about 96% of residential
This will be a great opportunity to meet neighbors
zones would be rezoned to allow four units on a typi- and get involved with making a difference in our
cal 50x100 ft. lot. The Planning and Sustainability community park! We will have special games and
Commission will review this draft, provide com- activities for the kids. Watch the RCPNA website,
ments, and staff will then issue a Recommended our Facebook page and Nextdoor for details.
Draft. The Recommended Draft is tentatively scheduled to be heard by City Council sometime during the
summer.
RCPNA and Madison South Neighborhood Association may be hosting an informational workshop on
the RIP (both pros and cons) with a follow-up to outline tools for lobbying or testimony at City Council.
Check the RCPNA website for the date, time and
other details.
MAX Station Area Improvements: NE Halsey
(from 47th to 60th); NE 60th (from Halsey to Glisan)
Representatives from PBOT are are scheduled to
attend the May 21 RCPNA General Meeting to review preliminary design documents for improvements
to 60th Avenue and Halsey Street. Improvements reportedly include new paving, sidewalks, bike lanes
and signal upgrades.

Rose City Park Neighborhood Association
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OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Rose Festival Junior Parade
Wednesday, June 5, 1-2 pm
An official Rose Festival event since 1936, the Rose Festival Junior
Parade is the nation’s oldest and largest children’s parade, and the televised event brings thousands of spectators to line Sandy Boulevard
through Rose City Park and Hollywood.
The parade runs from 1-2pm but the formation area from NE Sacramento to Hancock and NE 51st to 57th will be closed to traffic at 9:00
a.m., and the parade route, from NE 52nd and Sandy to 40th Ave, then
north to Tillamook Street and west to Grant High School closes at
11:30 a.m.
Visit http://www.rosefestival.org/event/junior-parade for more info.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Neighbors’ Celebrations
Our Lady of La Vang Catholic parish (Giáo Xứ Đức Mẹ LaVang), which serves a primarily Vietnamese population of more than 5,000 parishioners (and which allows RCPNA to use its parking
lot for our General Meetings), has two public events scheduled between now and October to
which the neighborhood is invited:
· the church’s anniversary and Patron Feast, August 11, 11am-2pm, and
· its mid-autumn New Year Festival, September 15, from 2pm-6pm.
Please attend one or both celebrations and get to know some of our culturally diverse neighbors!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We want to remind our non-profit business neighbors that the Review is a great place to share information about upcoming events. Subject to space and time limitations (our lead time is about 8 weeks), we will do so at no charge
(contact editor@rcpna.org). Paid ads are also welcome from any businesses operating in or for the benefit of the Rose
City Park neighborhood (contact advertising@rcpna.org).
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION

Electing the Board (continued from page 1)

As noted on page 1, the General Membership Meeting in May is when the
members of the RCPNA Board of Directors are elected for the next year. There
are no term limits, so current Board members may run for re-election as often as
they wish. The new terms begin immediately.
All current Board members are on the slate for re-election, however, several
other members have stepped down over the course of the year and their empty
positions must be filled. The members seeking re-election this year are, in alphabetical order by first name:
·

David Gates

· Jennifer Santhouse

· Kara Mumma

· Neil Chodorow

· Tamara DeRidder

· Richard Crockett

· Terry Parker

(Secretary)

·

Ed Gorman

(Vice Chair)

· Joe Sareceno

· Kelly Davis

(Chair)

(Treasurer)

The Association’s Bylaws permit as few as 11 members or as many as 25, so, in order to function, the
Board needs at least one new member to be elected at this General Meeting.
Nominations for vacant positions may be submitted in advance of the meeting (emailed to info@rcpna.org
but must be received no later than 6 pm on May 20) or may be made from the floor at the General Meeting.
The only qualification to be a Board member is to be a resident of or a business owner in the Rose City Park
neighborhood. He or she should also be willing to serve for a one-year term and to fully participate (as few as
four hours per month)—by attending Board and general membership meeting, serving on one or more Board
committees, volunteering at RCPNA events, or contributing periodically to the Review, the website. Facebook
or Nextdoor, etc.).
If you would like to be involved but can’t commit to Board membership,
there are numerous other ways to participate.
Visit RCPNA.org/rcpna-committees for more information.

How Rose City Park Got Its Name
B S
D
L
D
*
In promoting the 1905 Lewis and Clark Exposition, Portland touted itself far and wide as the Rose City or
City of Roses. Portlanders were planting roses all over the city.
Many early Portland residents had come “West,” starting in the 1840s. The Oregon Trail took them from
the Mississippi River to The Dalles and, from there over Mt. Hood on the Barlow Road, toward Oregon City.
Others barged their wagons down the Columbia River from The Dalles to just west of Troutdale, then overland
to East Portland on an old Indian and game trail, later called Sandy Road (now Sandy Boulevard).
By 1855, a government survey of roads and also the donation land claims had been completed of Sandy
Road and also Barr Road (now Halsey Street), which began at what is now NE 37th Avenue and Sandy and ran
east into the farm lands beyond East Portland.
A large part of what is now Rose City Park came
from the 402.51-acres land claim of Joseph Backenstos,
which was assigned to his widow by President Andrew
Johnson in 1866. It lay roughly between 37th and 62nd
Avenues, Fremont and Brazee Streets. Early maps,
around 1890, refer to it as the Cook Tract.
*E
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CALENDAR
CALENDAR

General Meeting Agenda
Tuesday, May 21, 2019
The German American Society, 5626 NE Alameda St.

Annual Board of Directors Election
PBOT Presentation re Street Improvements
7:00 – Welcome and Preview
7:05 – Committee Updates
7:20 – Board Elections
7:35 – Representative of City Commissioner Chloe Eudaly
7:55 – Representative of State Representative Barbara Smith Warner
8:15 – PBOT draft proposal for NE 60th & Halsey corridor improvements
9:00 – Adjournment
All neighborhood meetings are, by City ordinance, public meetings and, therefore, are open to all.

Parking is available in the German American Society lot across NE Alameda.
Parking may also be available in the Our Lady of La Vang Church lot directly west of the German American Society building; check for a sign at the curb. This lot will be locked at 9:30 pm.
The Events Committee seeks volunteers and local businesses interested in being involved with RCPNA social events,
including Concerts in the Park, the Spring Clean-Up and Community Partner associated events.
If you have an interest in event planning, community involvement, or otherwise, please contact events@rcpna.org.
The Communications Committee is looking for a media coordinator.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS

8

May 16, 7-9 pm, Land Use & Transportation Committee
Head Start at Owen Blank School, 909 NE 52nd Avenue

May 21, 7-9 pm, RCPNA General Meeting
German American Society, 5626 NE Alameda Street

May 28, 7-8:30 pm, Communications Committee
Basics Market, NE 50th Avenue & Sandy Boulevard

June 1, 10 am-1 pm, RCP Playground Play Day
Rose City Park, NE 62nd Avenue & Thompson Street

June 5, 1-2 pm, Rose Festival Junior Parade
52nd & Sandy to 40th & Sandy, Tillamook St. to Grant H.S.

June 20, 7-9 pm, Land Use & Transportation Committee
Head Start at Owen Blank School, 909 NE 52nd Avenue

June 25, 7-8:30 pm, Communications Committee
Basics Market, NE 50th Avenue & Sandy Boulevard

July 18, 7-9 pm, Land Use & Transportation Committee
Head Start at Owen Blank School, 909 NE 52nd Avenue

July 20, 6-8 pm, Concert in the Park (Lloyd Jones Band)
Rose City Park, NE 62nd and Thompson St.

July 23/30(?), 7-8:30 pm, Communications Committee
Basics Market, NE 50th Avenue & Sandy Boulevard

July 27, 6-8 pm, Concert in the Park (the KoolTones)
Rose City Park, NE 62nd and Thompson St.

August 6, 6-8 pm, National Night Out
Normandale Park, NE 57th and Halsey St.
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