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General
Meeting,
Tuesday,
April 28
6:30 pm (music)
7 pm (program)
Agenda on p. 2

German
American
Society
5626 NE Alameda
ADA accessible

Come meet
your neighbors
and hear about
important
issues and
exciting things
happening
in Rose City
Park!

Lend us your ears and your voice April 28
Norman Sylvester, neighborhood visioning at RCPNA meeting
by Erich Stiefvater

The next meeting of the Rose City Park
Neighborhood Association (RCPNA) on
April 28 will feature a performance by Portland blues artist Norman Sylvester and a
chance for neighbors to share their hopes and
ideas for the future of Rose City Park.
The meeting is open to the public, and
will be held at the German American Society,
5626 NE Alameda Street, which is ADA- and
transit-accessible (TriMet bus lines 12 and
71). Child care will be available; contact
Chloe Carter at nate.carter@11-ed.com or
503-933-9150 to reserve a spot.

Portland bluesman Norman Sylvester will
perform at the April 28 RCPNA meeting.

The doors open and music will begin at
6:30 pm. It’s a special preview by Sylvester,
who will provide the entertainment for the
July 18 Hollywood-Rose City Park Neighborhood Associations’ Picnic Concert (see story
on page 6).

hood livability issues--including transportation, land use, infill and demolitions, schools,
and the environment--and solicit ideas and
thoughts for how growth and development
can best be shaped to benefit current and future Rose City Park residents and business
owners (see article below).

Beginning at 7 pm, RCPNA board members and guest speakers will share information
and facilitate conversations about neighbor-

For more information, contact Tamara
DeRidder at 503-706-5804 or SustainableDesign@tdridder.users.panix.com.

What makes (and will keep) this place great?
Share your thoughts at community livability workshop April 28
by Tamara DeRidder

What makes Rose City Park a livable community? What do you see as the opportunities
for and challenges to that livability, now and
in the future? How can we act on these opportunities and challenges to preserve the best
features of our neighborhood while benefitting from the energy and renewal that change
can bring?
RCPNA is sponsoring an interactive
“Rose City Park Livability Workshop” at our
April 28 neighborhood meeting so you and
your neighbors can help us answer those
Livability—continued on page 5
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Join us for
our next

April 2015

Home demolitions, infill, parking, and other current and future neighborhood livability issues will be discussed at the April 28
RCPNA meeting.

RCPNA General Meeting — Tuesday, April 28, 7:00 pm

German American Society 5626 NE Alameda St.
Come and meet your neighbors! Doors open early and music starts at 6:30 pm.
Mission Statement
The Rose City Park Neighborhood Association works to
maintain and improve the
livability of the neighborhood.
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General Meetings

April 28, 2015, 7 pm
June 23, 2015, 7 pm
German American Society
5626 NE Alameda St.

Board Meetings
May 5, 2015, 7 pm
July 7, 2015, 7 pm
German American Society
5626 NE Alameda St.
*Volunteer needed. Also
seeking four additional
Board Members. Interested? Call 503-706-5804.

6:30 – 7:00 Doors Open — Music by Norman Sylvester
7:00 – 7:10 Welcome and Board Elections— Chair Tamara DeRidder
7:10 – 9:00 Neighborhood Livability Workshop — RCPNA Board
Committee reports will be available in hard copy and at www.rcpna.org.

Message from the Chair
Spring has sprung and neighbors are re-emerging from their homes after our brief
winter squalls. Now is the time when I get a chance to see how much my neighbors’
kids have grown, catch up on life with passersby while doing spring cleaning, and look
forward to venturing to the Hollywood Farmers Market on Saturdays to see what I can
find. This is the time when I am really happy to live in this neighborhood. I just love this
community and I don’t think I am alone.
I tend to take stewardship of our neighborhood personally and see it rather as a
unique village with elements gifted to us by those who came before us. This led me to
lead the process for the community garden we now have at Frazer Park. I like Nelson
Mandela’s statement, “What can one person do?” If each of us consider this statement
as a mantra and thought about how we want our neighborhood to evolve over the next
20 years, the sky could be the limit. It is up to all of us to address how we maintain our
livability.
At our neighborhood meeting on April 28th, you’ll have chance to tell us what you
love about the neighborhood and what we can do to help preserve and enhance it. Come
join us in visioning where we want to be. Bring your kids, as they have a stake in our
future. We will have activities for all ages, and child care is available by prior reservation
(see article on page 1).
We will also hold our annual board elections at our April 28 meeting. We have several
open board positions, and are also in need of a Secretary. Serving on our board is a great
way to make friends and professional contacts, apply or develop your skills and talents,
stay active and involved in local affairs, and gain the satisfaction of working with a team
of thoughtful and hard-working folks to make our great neighborhood even better. No
prior experience necessary. Come to our to learn more, or contact me at 503-706-5804
or SustainableDesign@tdridder.users.panix.com.
Hope to see you on April 28! 					
			
								
							Tamara DeRidder, Chair

Neighborhood Association Membership

The Rose City Park Neighborhood Association has not reviewed and does not endorse any insert
that does not present activities and events specifically for the neighborhood by the Neighborhood
Association that may appear within the newsletter.
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Central Northeast Neighbors

NE Fremont

www.rcpna.org

Rose City Park Neighborhood Association

NE 47th Ave.

I-84 Freeway

CNN is the coalition office for the Rose
City Park Neighborhood Association,
and provides support and funding for
this newsletter. For valuable information about your larger Northeast
Portland neighborhood, go to their
website at www.cnncoalition.org.

Rose City
Park
Neighborhood
Association
Area

NE 65th Ave.

All persons of voting age who reside, own property, or operate a business,
or others who show cause for interest in the area map at right, shall be
eligible for membership. There are no dues or requirements imposed
which would in any way prevent a person from becoming or remaining a
member of this Neighborhood Association.

RCPNA Updates
January 27 meeting highlights
by Erich Stiefvater

We had good attendance at our January 27 general meeting.
We first heard a presentation on disaster preparedness and the
opportunity to be trained to help neighbors in the event of a
major emergency through the city’s Neighborhood Emergency
Team (NET) program. More information about NET can be
found in an article on page 6.
Next, we heard a debate on the merits of a carbon tax by
Eric Means of the Citizen’s Climate Lobby and economist Eric
Fruits. The two Erics discussed the pros and cons of such a
tax--which the Oregon Legislature is considering for adoption
in the state--and responded to some questions and comments
from the audience.
Finally, we heard from our Multnomah County Commissioner Loretta Smith, speaking in lieu of County Chair Deborah Kafoury, who was unable to make the meeting as originally

C mmunity Partners
German American Society
www.germanamerican.org

Portland Family Dentistry
www.portlandfamilydentistry.com

East Multnomah Soil & Water
Conservation District
www.emswcd.org

Portland General Electric
www.portlandgeneral.com

Find out how you and your business can become a Community Partner by
contacting RCPNA Chair Michael Roth at 503-493-8316
or msrWistaria2010@gmail.com.

planned. Smith talked about her background and the issues
she is working on at Multnomah County, including affordable
housing.
Notes from our board and general meetings can be found
online at www.rcpna.org.

Committee reports
Communications
by Erich Stiefvater, Chair

A small group of our board members and others have been
meeting over the past several months to improve the way RCPNA
communicates with neighbors and engages them in issues and activities of interest to or impact on them. If you haven’t done so
in awhile, visit www.rcpna.org and take a look at the changes
our webmaster, Randy Macdonald, has made. A big thank-you to
Randy, and to board member Gail Zuro for re-starting and leading our social media outreach; be sure to look for us on Facebook
and Twitter! If you have interests or skills in communications,
writing, marketing, or graphic design, we’d love to have you on
our committee. You do not need to be a board member of RCPNA
to join. Send an email to info@rcpna.org for more details.

Land Use/Transportation
by Tamara DeRidder, Co-Chair

Demolitions, infill, and Comp Plan, oh my!
The City Council recently adopted a demolition delay ordinance that requires public notification, contractor responsibility

for hazardous waste, and the possibility for a delay in demolition
for up to 95 days (see www.portlandoregon.gov/BDS/65143 for
more details). The United Neighbors for Reform (UNR) group
and neighborhood representatives had much to do with extending
the proposed language from 60 days to 95 days. Portland Mayor
Charlie Hales has proposed creating an Infill Task Force to address some of the other demolition-related issues identified in the
hearing but not addressed, including deconstruction incentives,
additional oversight of hazardous materials, and updating the
city’s Historic Resources Inventory Map.
The RCPNA board on March 3 reaffirmed our Land Use/
Transportation Committee (LUTC)’s recommendation on the
transportation policies and projects in the city’s Comprehensive
Plan Update. The board reaffirmed its previous input and added
new recommendations regarding the creation of area plans and
requesting a “d” (design) overlay for the proposed Mixed Use
Commercial zoning along the Sandy Boulevard “civic corridor.”
Committee reports—continued on next page

Newsletter Submission: Your help and participation are always welcome!
Articles: Rose City Park residents and business owners may submit articles (limit approximately 250 words).
Articles are subject to editing. Send to: editor@rcpna.org.
Ad Rates: Business card size (3.625 x 2 inches), $35 per issue or $126 for four issues (one year).
Double size (3.625 x 4 inches), $70 per issue or $252 for four issues (one year).
Custom sizes and special discounts are also available. Call Erich at 503-840-0493 for information.
Published four times a year (January, April, June, and September). Over 4,000 copies of each issue are delivered
to homes and businesses in the neighborhood. DEADLINE for the June 2015 issue is May 10.
Rose City Park Neighborhood Association

www.rcpna.org
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Neighborhood News
Committee reports—continued from page 3
The “d” overlay would require public involvement when a new
development application is required to go through design review.
Copies of these recommendations can be found at www.rcpna.
org. We are hoping our “Rose City Park Livability Workshop” on
April 28th (see articles on page 1) will further inform this discussion. We also hope to convene a joint community workshop with
nearby neighborhoods next fall to promote collaborative visioning for the Sandy Boulevard civic corridor.
Our Committee has also been busy coordinating with the
Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) on behalf of the neighbors near 60th Avenue and Broadway Street who are reportedly
dealing with increased traffic speed and volume on 60th. There
are reports of cut-through traffic using this route to get between
Halsey Street and Sandy Boulevard. A revised PBOT traffic count
has been requested due to abnormalities caused by the sewer construction. Our committee endorsed changing a stop sign from
facing east-west on Broadway at its intersection with 60th Ave to
facing north-south. Neighbor Ted Hart reports, “The speed has
definitely been reduced, maybe 2 to 3 miles per hour; hard to tell
as lots of folks accelerate pretty fast after they stop at the stop
sign. About five percent of cars heading north-south don’t stop
at all, but I imagine this will go down precipitously. About 10
percent of cars heading east-west slow down while going through
the intersection.”
Bob Durston has been seeking input from neighbors to inform

the updating of the “Good Neighbor Agreement” with Rose City
Futsal, the indoor soccer facility in the former George Smith warehouse at 5010 NE Oregon St. In January, our Committee hosted
a meeting to consider updating this Good Neighbor Agreement
and other related issues. The neighbors are generally very pleased
with Rose City Futsal, although there are continuing issues with
parking, traffic speeds, safety, and some evening noise. Rose City
Futsal manager Eric Dunlap agreed to keeping the north-facing
door shut in the evenings to help keep the noise down. A key concern raised was patrons speeding on nearby streets and not stopping at the intersections of Pacific and Oregon Streets at 52nd Ave.
Currently, there are no stop signs at those intersections. PBOT is
currently claiming that they have no money to conduct another
traffic survey in this area and that they are unlikely to find enough
evidence of a need for stop signs at what they consider “T intersections.”
Rose City Futstal has posted 10-mile-per-hour traffic speeds
on their property and even offered to help purchase stop signs for
the intersections of concern. Our Committee will follow up with
PBOT again in July when they start their new fiscal year.

The Land Use/Transportation Committee will next meet
on Thursday, May 21 at 7 pm at the German American Society, 5626 NE Alameda St. The meeting is open to all. For
more information, contact Tamara DeRidder at 503-7065804 or SustainableDesign@tdridder.users.panix.com.

• SEWER LINES
• WATER MAIN Repair and Replace
• REPAIRS Toilets, Faucets, Leaks
• CLOGGED DRAINS
• WATER HEATERS
• GARBAGE DISPOSALS
• SUMP PUMPS
Senior Citizen and
Military Discounts

503-980-4826

4 • April 2015

www.rcpna.org

Rose City Park Neighborhood Association

Neighborhood News
Livability—continued from page 1
questions. We need your ideas and guidance as we review the
choices, decisions, and plans we can help make or influence as
our neighborhood evolves in the decades ahead.
Overcrowded schools and boundary changes have been and
remain hot topics for our neighbors with school-age children.
Apartments with no parking, home demolitions, and infill development are concerns for many Rose City Park residents and
others across the city.
These all stem from our growing and changing population
and the upheaval and dynamism it creates. The city is developing the Comprehensive Plan Update to provide a template for
how the city will manage this growth and change over the next
20 years.

ing affordability, the environment, schools, safety, and commercial activity.
At the end of the session, participants will have a chance to
“vote” on which livability issues and goals they feel are most deserving of ongoing attention. We will also offer kid-friendly visioning activities to encourage our youngest neighbors to share
their dreams for the future of their community.
If you are unable to make it to the workshop, or if you can
but want to continue contributing afterwards, we will be hosting a blog page on our website at www.rcpna.org to keep the
conversation going.

Generally, the city is planning for residential density to
grow in “centers,” along major transportation corridors, and
around MAX stations such as the one at 60th Avenue.

RCPNA will use the neighborhood input we receive from
the workshop and the website discussion to shape and guide
our advocacy with the city on behalf of Rose City Park regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update and other growth and livability matters in the months ahead.

For the Rose City Park area, the city is largely keeping residential density the same as it was in the previous Plan adopted
in 1981. However, the city expects that 20 percent of new density will be borne by existing residential neighborhoods.

We hope you can find time to share with us on April 28th
or online what you value most about life in Rose City Park and
how we can best preserve and enhance it for the benefit of current and future generations.

Many of us have not directly experienced the up-close-andpersonal impact of this density as it is being felt in other parts
of the city, except perhaps for the new four-storey apartment
building that landed on Fremont recently.
At our workshop, we will have tables set up with information about what our city and our neighborhood looks like now
and how they could look if the Comprehensive Plan Update is
adopted. Our board members and invited guests will facilitate
conversations on specific livability issues that have emerged
and may continue to arise in the years ahead. These include
land use, transportation and parking, infill, demolitions, hous-

Mark your Calendars:

Your neighborhood Dog Walker and Pet Sitter
• We live in Rose City Park and
take care of numerous pets here
• Named #1 Pet Sitter for three
years in a row by Spot Magazine
• Licensed, Bonded and Insured
since 2009
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503-335-9889
info@portlandmuttstrut.com
www.portlandmuttstrut.com

RCPNA Neighborhood Clean-Up May 16

The Rose City Park Neighborhood Association will hold its annual Neighborhood Clean-Up on
Saturday, May 16 from 9 am to 3 pm in the parking lot of the Archbishop Howard School,
5309 NE Alameda St. We’ll help you de-clutter by taking household
and yard debris off your hands in exchange for a modest donation that will support
the work of the Neighborhood Association.
The event also includes our “Neighborhood Yard Sale,”
where you can donate your used treasures and take home real
bargains. See the Clean-Up flyer accompanying this newsletter
or visit www.rcpna.org for more details.

Rose City Park Neighborhood Association

www.rcpna.org

Questions?
Contact Rob Coleman,
Clean-Up Chair
503-473-2482.
To volunteer, contact
Michael at 503-493-8316.
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Are you prepared for a disaster or emergency?
by Gail Zuro

Last May, when Portland issued a boil-water alert, were
you someone who didn’t have to boil water or fight at the store
for the last gallons of bottled water? If so, it sounds like you are
on your way to being prepared should a disaster hit Portland.
At our January 27 neighborhood meeting, Jeremy Vankeuren of the Portland Bureau of Emergency Management (PBEM)
spoke at length about the city’s Neighborhood Emergency
Teams (NETs) and their role in protecting lives and property in the wake of a major disaster. Portland’s NET program
began in 1994 and was based on the Community Emergency
Response Teams started in Los Angeles in 1985, according to
PBEM spokesman Dan Douthith. Since 1994, over 2,700 community members have gone through extensive training with
instructors from PBEM and Portland Fire & Rescue.
NET members receive all training and selected supplies at
no cost, purchasing a few additional items for their kits themselves. Members are trained on how to respond to a disaster on
behalf of themselves, their family, and their neighbors. They
also have opportunities to go out into communities to talk
about preparedness and the NET program.
Rose City Park does not currently have a NET team, but
Hollywood does and includes our neighborhood in its program.
The NET teams are always looking for more members and it
would be great if our neighborhood could get a NET team organized and trained to meet the disaster-response needs of our
particular neighborhood.

Domestic & Import
5934 NE Halsey
Portland, OR 97213

503.282.3315
www.pdxauto.com

There are a number of links on the PBEM website (www.
portlandoregon.gov/pbem) that can help you prepare for a disaster, discussing everything from what you need in an emergency kit to how to become a NET team member. The most
important step you can take today is to sign up for Public
Alerts, a system the city uses to disseminate emergency alerts.
Other helpful information can be found on www.ready.gov
and www.fema.gov.

Free Concerts July 18, 25
by Craig Lindsay

We have another great musical lineup for our annual Hollywood-Rose City Park Picnic in the Park Concerts in the evenings of Saturday, July 18 and Saturday, July 25. Both shows
will be held from 6 to 8 pm at the west end of Rose City Park
near NE Thompson Street and NE 62nd Avenue. Pack a picnic basket or get some carry-out and come to these enjoyable
events.
RCPNA and the Hollywood Neighborhood Association are
proud to present Norman Sylvester, the Boogie Cat, for the July
18 show. Sylvester has been synonymous with stellar entertainment in Portland for years. Inducted into the Oregon Music
Hall of Fame in 2011, he has exploded across the Portland
music scene with renewed vigor and popularity.
Influenced by the traditional blues of B.B. King, Buddy
Guy, and Muddy Waters, Sylvester and his six-piece band will
also venture into funk and rythym and blues from the 1970s
and 80s. Retro material from Kool & the Gang, James Brown,
Aretha Franklin, the Commodores, and Michael Jackson will
also be featured in this family show. Sylvester and his band,
complete with saxophone and female vocalist, relate to kids
and folks of all ages.
Sylvester will offer a preview performance at our April 28
neighborhood meeting (see the article on page 1 for time and
location). Our June newsletter will provide information on
Tony Starlight, who will perform at the July 25 concert.
Follow us!

Mechanics who fix everything—

/ dusgrill

while protecting the earth!
Proud to be an Eco-Logical Approved Business since 1998.

5365 NE Sandy Blvd. Portland, OR 97213 | (503) 284-1773
www.dusgrill.com | info@dusgrill.com | Open M–F 11a–8:45p
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RCP sewer project news

City budget hearings

by Erich Stiefvater

by Erich Stiefvater

The city’s Bureau of Environmental Services is repairing
about 40,000 feet (7.5 miles) of public sewer lines in Rose City
Park that are between 60 and 100 years old and failing due to
age. The project will help protect the public and the environment by reducing the possibility of sewage releases to homes,
businesses, and streets.

The City Budget Office is hosting several public events and
activities for Portland residents learn more about and participate in the city’s budget process. Public forums and hearings
will be held at locations in and around the city. Visit www.
portlandoregon.gov/cbo/article/483507 for a full listing of upcoming events.

Four construction crews have been working on sewer and
lateral pipe repairs throughout the area. Since summer, work
has been focused south of Sandy Boulevard, but has recently
moved north.

The city also provides “budget maps,” which provide a
graphic representation of the distribution of spending and the
delivery of service throughout Portland. Check them out at
www.portlandoregon.gov/cbo/67037.

Sewer repairs on NE 57th Avenue between Sandy and Fremont will affect neighbors and those traveling through the area.
Repairs will take a few months to complete, and are planned to
be finished up this summer.

“Virtual village” forming
by Craig Lindsay

Northeast Village PDX is a group of neighbors in Northeast
Repairs are on one-and-a-half blocks of NE 57th Avenue,
Portland who are creating a membership organization that will
from NE Siskiyou Street to a half block north of NE Klickihelp seniors in the area stay in their own homes as they age by
tat. About a year ago, repairs were made on pipe between NE
providing volunteers to help with rides, simple home repairs,
Sandy and NE Siskiyou Street.
friendly visits, and light yard work, as well as professional serStaging of equipment and traffic control will extend the vices (plumbing, electrical, caregiving, and others) at reduced
work zone on NE 57th Avenue between NE Sandy and Fre- rates.
mont Street. Southbound and northbound traffic on NE 57th
The group has regular meetings on the second WednesAvenue will be flagged through using one lane during much of
day of each month at 7 pm at the Rose City Park Methodthe day.
ist Church, 5830 NE Alameda St. Check out their website at
All lanes on NE 57th Avenue will re-open daily at 3:00 p.m. nevillagepdx.org.
NE Klickitat and NE Siskiyou Streets may be closed to NE
57th Avenue at times. Drivers and bicyclists should be prepared
Study Spanish in NE Portland
for delays.
For more information, contact Kristen Kibler on behalf
of BES at 503)-235-5881 x106. To receive project updates by
email, send an email to Kristen@jla.us.com with “Rose City
Park” in the subject line.

You can also go to www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/rosecitypark for more information about work activities, maps of the
project area, tips for residents and business owners, and other
helpful links and resources.

High Quality and Aﬀordable Classes
Small groups, eﬀective, fun!
Adult and Children Classes Available
Intensive Courses, Summer Camps,
Private Classes and more!

www.tierracenter.com
2915 NE ML King blvd.

503-213-3677

Heidi Settlemier Owner / Principal Broker
3rd Generation Family Realtor

Planning to remodel, expand or renovate your home?

Call an experienced residential design professional.
Contact Steve at 503-224-6767 • steve@beautifulbuildings.com

Rose City Park Neighborhood Association

www.rcpna.org

4229 NE 33rd Avenue
Portland, OR 97211

Office: 503-287-3062
Direct: 503-307-1502
www.Settlemier.com

April 2015 • 7

Calendar
April 16, 7 pm. Land Use/Transportation Committee. German American Society, 5626 NE Alameda St.
April 28, 7 pm. RCPNA General Meeting. German American
Society, 5626 NE Alameda St. See agenda on page 2.
May 5, 7 pm. RCPNA Board Meeting. German American
Society, 5626 NE Alameda St.
May 10. Deadline for articles and advertising. June 2015
RCPNA newsletter.
May 16, 9 am-3 pm. Neighborhood Clean-Up & Yard Sale.
Archbishop Howard School, 5309 NE Alameda Street. See
page 5 and flyer accompanying this newsletter.
May 21, 7 pm. Land Use/Transportation Committee. German American Society, 5626 NE Alameda St.

June 18, 7 pm. Land Use/Transportation Committee. German American Society, 5626 NE Alameda St.
June 23, 7 pm. RCPNA General Meeting. German American
Society, 5626 NE Alameda St.
July 7, 7 pm. RCPNA Board Meeting. German American
Society, 5626 NE Alameda St.
July 16, 7 pm. Land Use/Transportation Committee. German American Society, 5626 NE Alameda St.
July 18. Michael Roth RCPNA Golf Tournament. Contact
Adrian Esteban at 971-219-0287 or goldnbear@gmail.com
if interested. More details in June newsletter.
July 18 and 25, 6 pm. Picnic in the Park Concerts. See page 6
for more details.
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Restore
your home to its
original beauty

(503) 282-8032

www.mjbrestoration.com

All Phases of Interior & Exterior
Restoration & Painting

MJB Painting Co.
Michael Burnett

Licensed • Insured • Bonded
ccb# 105395

The Rose City Park Neighborhood Association has not reviewed and does not endorse any insert that does not present activities and events specifically for the neighborhood by
the Neighborhood Association and that may appear within the newsletter.
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